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INTRODUCTION
The history of science is a complex piece of theatre with many characters, each 
interacting with their contemporaries  and their predecessors. The disciplines of 
mathematics and engineering, as they are traditionally taught, involve recounting 
major events of this play, restricting the cast to a narrow list of figures.

This project's objective is to introduce figures, past and present, who, despite their 
contributions to the field, are often left out of everyday discourse due to systemic 
and historic prejudices, discrimination and oppression. Our ongoing goal is to show 
more representative picture of the diversity in the field to the community.

By increasing the visibility of under-represented groups, we hope to inspire a 
better sense of belonging to students who do not feel a sense of kinship with the 
traditional story that ignores the efforts of all who had helped create the 
environment required for the advancement.

IT'S TIME FOR MORE STORIES
Very few people can relate to the 'geniuses' usually depicted, which 
contributes to the stigma that these disciplines are too difficult for them.

We can fight this stigma with increased awareness of diverse representation; 
not just with people from diverse backgrounds, but also by showcasing 
personalities applying their skills in diverse ways. This presents students 
with inspiring examples of someone who they can one day  become.

QMUL has an incredibly diverse cohort of staff and students, so we believed 
this to be a fantastic opportunity to further educate and engage students.

VIDEO INTERVIEWS & POSTERS
We filmed short video interviews of mathematicians from diverse 
backgrounds and fields. The interviews prompted the participants to talk 
about what they enjoy about mathematics, who or what motivates them 
and brought to light lesser-known challenges they faced.

We also expanded several profiles covered in the biography booklet into a 
set of posters which are now on display in the SMS building at QMUL.

This very visible celebration of diverse figures beyond our modules promotes 
an inclusive culture at QMUL, for both students and academic staff.

BIOGRAPHIES
This project began in Summer 2022 with the creation of a booklet of short 
biographies of mathematicians, which has been adopted in taught modules 
of the School of Mathematical Sciences (SMS) at QMUL. The project has 
been extended to the School of Engineering and Materials Sciences (SEMS) 
to include additional profiles of relevant figures in science and engineering.

The resource incorporates keywords to categorize profiles, facilitating 
lecturers in identifying those relevant to specific modules and aiding 
students in searching for profiles aligned with their interests. This feature 
makes our toolkit a simple yet powerful resource to showcase diversity and 
contextualise the learning experience beyond the classroom.

IMPACT & FUTURE WORK
We have received positive feedback from both students who enjoy the 
incorporation of these figures in their curriculum, and from academics who 
support this practice. We have also presented this project at various 
universities and secondary schools in the UK.

Additionally, the profiles of mathematicians are being disseminated through 
the Schools' social media accounts on a weekly basis, while also including 
featured figures and video excerpts from time to time.

This project is constantly evolving, with resources continuously being 
added and updated over time. A possible future direction is to conduct 
research into the learning outcomes of students following the pilot 
implementation of the resources within several first and second year 
undergraduate modules across both Schools.
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CONCLUSION
By providing students with relatable role models from a range of backgrounds, 
which are in line with the multicultural society that the curriculum serves, 
our resources take one step closer to destigmatising and broadening access to a 
successful future in STEM. This project gives a glimpse into the vast number of 
individuals overlooked by the curriculum and aims to identify the resultant impact 
on students' perception of STEM subjects.


